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Friday 5th September 2025 

 
Dear Parents, 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to Class 1!  I hope you have all had a 
fantastic summer break and I look forward to the positive year ahead. As we come to the end of our 
first week back at school I would like to thank you all for your support in settling your child back into 
school life.  

Please find below the key information for our year ahead in Class 1. If you have any questions about 
anything at any point during the year, please feel free to contact the school office and I will endeavor to 
get back to you as soon as possible. 

We aim to make the transition, from a play-based learning style in Reception to more formal 
lessons in Class 1, as smooth as possible for our Year 1 children. With this in mind, the children will 
continue to have access to continuous provision (play-based learning) in most of our lessons for as 
long as needed by our learners. This may be through our book corner, at our writing station, in the 
outdoor area, at our maths station or investigation areas. During this time we will be focusing on 
letter formation, writing numerals, understanding of numbers, holding and using scissors and 
applying their learning through play-based activities. At pick up please wait by the yellow line and 
we will send your child to you. If there is anyone different other than yourselves picking up your 
child please let the office know before 3:10pm.  

Our Team 
The members of our Class 1 team are Mrs Chillmaide and myself.  

Curriculum Outline 

This year your child’s learning will be linked as much as possible through our topics. These include 
Pole to Pole (Autumn 1), Bright Sparks (Autumn 2), A Toy Story (Spring 1), Street Detectives 
(Summer 1) and At the Seaside (Summer 2). In our ‘Pole to Pole’ this half term, the children will be 
learning about the geography of Antarctica and how animals are adapted to their habitats. During 
our ‘Bright Sparks’ topic the children will learn about the Gunpowder plot in their History lessons 
and use their creativity with paint and colour to produce an art project which represents Guy 
Fawkes night. In our ‘A Toy Story’ topic in the Spring term we will learn about the history of toys 
from the 1960s through to current time. The children will have the opportunity to produce their 
own toys during our DT lessons with moving parts. 

http://www.lambourne.efspt.orgk/
http://www.lambourne.efspt.orgk/
mailto:office@lambourne.efspt.org


 In our Summer term we will learn about our local area of Abridge and become ‘Street Detectives’. 
The children will look at the human and physical features of maps and go on a walk in our local 
area to look for them. Our final topic will be ‘At the Seaside’ where our focus will be seaside towns 
and habitats. The children will learn about rock pools, seaside holidays in the past compared to 
today, and the physical and human features of the coast. The children will also have a chance to 
make their favourite seaside picnic snack in our DT lessons. We always welcome children to bring 
in and share things from home which will enhance our topics. 

Reading and Phonics  
Developing reading skills in our young readers is at the centre of our Year 1 curriculum. This will 
support them in applying their phonics to write words and sentences. Your child will be sent home 
with one reading book each week which will be closely matched to their phonic understanding and 
what is being taught in class. Your child should read regularly, daily if possible, at home. It would 
be really helpful if you could write a comment in your child’s reading record books when you listen 
to your child read. We will also visit our school library every Monday to enhance reading for 
pleasure. Please ensure your child’s library book is in their book bags every Monday so they can 
swap them for new.  

Phonics Screening Test 
It is a government requirement for your child to partake in the Year 1 Phonics Screening Test in 
the month of June. This will test your child’s ability in recognising the phonics sounds they have 
learnt in both Reception and Year 1, and their ability to segment and blend. More information will 
be provided in the New Year about this.  

PE 
Our PE days will usually be on a Wednesday and Thursday each week. One lesson will be taught by 
our PE teacher Mr Fordham, and the other will be taught by myself. The children will change into 
their PE kits in school this year, as opposed to coming into school wearing them, so PE kits will 
need to be in school. Earrings must be removed for PE lessons and a full school PE kit should be 
worn - shorts, t-shirt, plimsolls/trainers and jogging bottoms for the colder months. It would be 
really helpful if all parts of your child’s PE kits are clearly named, and your child is independent in 
changing.  

Homework 
Homework in Year 1 consists of weekly homework (spelling, reading and maths) and one half 
termly project based on the current curriculum topic. For every piece of homework submitted the 
children will receive a dojo point to celebrate the children’s hard work.  

 

 
 
Year  1 
weekly 
homework 

Year 1 - set on Monday, in on following Monday  

Spellings  Reading  Maths  

spelling pattern words 
on spelling shed/ page 
in folder provided 

Daily reading  
 

One page of maths linked to 
this weeks learning on 
paper in their folder 

Logins for the following websites are stapled to the front cover of their Homework folder: 
 
Timetable Rockstars (Website/ App)  
https://ttrockstars.com 

https://ttrockstars.com/


Ed Shed (Website/ App)  
https://www.edshed.com/en-
gb/login?return_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spellingshed.com%2Fen-gb%2F 

 
 

Termly creative project - Your child may want to choose from one of the below to create over 
the half term. It can be handed in before but no later than Monday 20th October 2025. 

Topic:  Pole to pole (Antarctica, animals including humans and their habitats and penguins).  

Make it! 
Use construction, paper 
maché, Lego or 
cakes/biscuits to 
represent the Antarctica 
and it’s animals. 

Present it! 
Film or record a news 
report about 
Antarctica. 

Write it! 
Write a fact file about 
Antarctica, or it’s 
animals. 

Teach it! 
Write/ draw a poster 
about Antarctica and 
it’s animals. 

 
Absences  
Please ring school by 8:30am if your child will be absent that day. It is expected that annual family 
holidays should be taken during the school holidays. Should you need to request absence from 
school, please complete a holiday absence request form from the office. Children are to have 95% 
attendance as a minimum.  
 
Trips 
Class 1 will have one school trip in the summer term. Information regarding this will follow in due 
course.  

Kind regards, 

 

Miss Barrass 
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